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ITINERARY:
Date Port Arrive Depart
Sat, Oct 10 Tokyo (Yokohama), Japan 3:00 PM

Sun, Oct 11 At Sea

Mon, Oct 12 | Akita, Japan 9:00 AM 6:00 PM
Tue, Oct 13 | Toyama (Fushiki), Japan 9:00 AM 6:00 PM
Wed, Oct 14 | Tsuruga, Japan 8:00 AM 6:00 PM
Thu, Oct 15 Sakaiminato, Japan 7:00 AM 5:00 PM
Fri, Oct 16 Busan, South Korea 7:00 AM 4:00 PM
Sat, Oct 17 Nagasaki, Japan 7:00 AM 4:00 PM

Sun, Oct 18 At Sea

Mon, Oct 19 | Tokyo (Yokohama), Japan 6:30 AM
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Day 1. Tokyo (Yokohama), Japan
Depart 3:00 PM

Yokohama and Edo began life as sleepy fishing villages. That changed in the early 17th century after Tokugawa leyasu
became Shogun. Edo became the center of political power in Japan, a position the city retained even after the
restoration of Imperial rule in 1866.

Contemporary Tokyo may be the most astonishing city on earth. It's a paradoxical mix of ancient tradition and
postmodern culture. The Ginza - an international shopping mecca - stands near the serene grounds of the Imperial
Palace, and the hyper-speed of 21st century consumerism is mysteriously reconciled with the elegance and serenity
of traditional culture. Tokyo provides the traveler with a dizzying experience.

With the Meiji Restoration of 1868, Edo was renamed Tokyo, the "Eastern Capital," to distinguish it from the old imperial
capital at Kyoto, the "Western Capital."

Day 2 At Sea
View onboard experience

Day 3: Akita, Japan
Arrive 9:00 AM | Depart 6:00 PM

There is a celebratory air in Akita, where year round festivals and street parades are colorfully integrated into daily life.
A key city in the Tohoku region since medieval times, Akita was once a castle town of the Satake clan, but today is a
vibrant, prosperous city that seamlessly honors its past but embraces its young energetic spirit. Noted for its burgeoning
art community, there are several fine museums to explore including The Hirano Masakichi Art Musuem housing a
collection of work by Western and Japanese artists, the Akita City Folklore Museum and the Kakunodate Samurai
District, a living museum that showcases the samurai way of life. In the neighboring Oga Peninsula, the region's most
famous icon, the terrifying Namahage, has it's won cultural center and festival ritual performed in his name.
Surrounding the city, fertile farmland and rice fields produce some of the best sake in the country and nature lovers
won't know which way to turn — to the west is the picturesque Sea of Japan and to the north, south and east, majestic
mountain ranges including the UNESCO World Heritage sight of Shirakami-Sanchi proudly stand. A trip to the revolving
observation center Mt. Kanpuzan Observatory solves the dilemma.

Day 4: Toyama (Fushiki), Japan
Arrive 9:00 AM | Depart 6:00 PM

Located in the heart of coastal Japan, Toyama welcomes visitors with dramatic scenery, colorful crafts and engaging
local sites. Gateway to the world-famous Tateyama Kurobe Alpine Route in the Northern Japan Alps. The Tateyama
mountains of 3,000m and the Toyama Bay of 1,000 deep makes for 4,000m of height difference helps to grow
agriculture with the pure mountain waters and fresh seafood such as glass shrimp, firefly squid, red snow crab, and
yellowtail from Toyama Bay. Popular attractions include the Zuiryuji Temple of elegant architecture, trolley train into
the Kurobe Gorge, the UNESCO World Heritage Gokayama Villages. Looking for something out of the ordinary? Go
to Nosaku where you can make your own sake cup out of tin with the original craft casting method. Afterwards, take
your cup to the Wakatsuru Sake and Whiskey distillery and have a taste of the Toyama original beverage. Toyama
has so much to offer to fulfill your touring expectations.

Day 5: Tsuruga, Japan
Arrive 8:00 AM | Depart 6:00 PM

The serene calm of this largest city in the Wakasa region of Japan is one steeped in culture and poetic tales. The
brilliant, wandering, Edo poet Matsua Basho was inspired to write a haiku about the glimmer of the moonlight over
Tsuraga Bay, and the plethora of artisan crafts from lacquerware to washi (Japanese paper) keep the traditions of
cultural beauty alive today. The area is home to one of the most picturesque pine groves in the country at Kehi-no-
Matsubara, where white-sand beaches fringe the fragrant green boughs of the magnificent pines. The area of Mikata-
goko is home to five sparkling, small lakes with colors ranging from turquoise blue to jade green, and the region is
home to a number of important, brightly painted shrines. The Kehi-jingu Shrine was reared in 702 and a massive,
vermillion, wooden torii gate was re-constructed in 1645.
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Museums abound, and the Fukui Prefectural Dinosaur Museum is popular with families wanting to explore the origins
of the prehistoric world, while the moving Port of Humanity Museum honors the humanitarian work of Chiune Sugihara,
credited with saving as many as 6,000 souls from the Nazis. Whether your interests lie in natural scenery, authentic
experiences or historic sites, a day spent on these captivating shores will have you writing poetry of your own.

Day 6: Sakaiminato, Japan
Arrive 7:00 AM | Depart 5:00 AM

Wedged between sea, sky and mountains, this small fishing port has been esteemed for centuries for its superb
seafood. Here, the Sea of Japan yields up both crab and hon-maguro, the prized Bluefin tuna esteemed by gourmets
around the world. Sakaiminato is also your gateway to a very ancient region of Honshu. West of the city lies Izumo-
taisha, one of the oldest and holiest shrines in Shinto. This area is dotted with burial mounds from Japan's Bronze
Age. The town of Matsue boasts the celebrated "Black Castle," a six-story, black-walled castle that home to a clan of
the mighty Tokugawa dynasty that ruled Japan for over 250 years. And to the east rises the great snow-capped summit
of Mt. Daisen, considered one of the four most scenic mountains in all Japan.

Also a common sight ashore are the Yokai - approximately 100 bronze statues of supernatural characters as imagined
by famed manga comic author Shigeru Mizuki, who was born in Sakaiminato. The Yokai have become synonymous
with the town and delight visitors at every turn.

Day 7: Busan, South Korea
Arrive 7:00 AM | Depart 4:00 PM

The second largest city in South Korea, Busan is your gateway to a fascinating land whose culture is a unique amalgam
of old and new. Modern high-rise towers dwarf ancient Buddhist temples. The city's bustling business district offers a
stark contrast to the serene grounds of Yongdusan Park. In short, Busan is a microcosm of South Korea, a nation
whose startling economic success often obscures one of Asia's most sophisticated and venerable cultures.

Busan was the scene of bitter fighting during the Korean War. The United Nations Memorial Cemetery marks the final
resting place for the troops from 16 nations who gave their lives during the conflict.

Day 8: Nagasaki, Japan
Arrive 7:00 AM | Depart 4:00 PM

For most travelers, Nagasaki is a symbol of the horror and the inhumanity of war. An estimated 75,000 people perished
in 1945 when the city became the second target of a nuclear attack. Today, Nagasaki's Peace Park and Atomic Bomb
Museum draw visitors from around the world.

But this beautiful city on Kyushu offers other sights. Often described as the San Francisco of Japan, the city occupies

verdant hills surrounded by a deep-water bay. For three centuries, Nagasaki was Japan's sole window on the world.
The city is also celebrated as the setting for Puccini's opera "Madame Butterfly."

Day 9: At Sea
View onboard experience

Day 10: Tokyo (Yokohama), Japan
Arrive 6:30 AM

Cruise Vacations Start Here...Cruise Tour Experts by Chic Journey
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Staterooms

Interior Wheelchair-Accessible



