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Date Port Arrive Depart
Wed, Aug 5 Tokyo (Yokohama), Japan - 3:00 PM
Thu, Aug 6 At Sea - -

Fri, Aug 7 Aomori, Japan 8:00 AM 11:00 PM
Sat, Aug 8 At Sea - -

Sun, Aug 9 Sakaiminato, Japan 8:00 AM 6:00 PM
Mon, Aug 10 Busan, South Korea 8:00 AM 5:00 PM
Tue, Aug 11 At Sea - -

Wed, Aug 12 Kochi, Japan 7:00 AM 11:59 PM
Thu, Aug 13 Tokushima, Japan 9:00 AM 11:59 PM
Fri, Aug 14 Osaka (for Kyoto), Japan 7:00 AM 7:00 PM
Sat, Aug 15 Shimizu (for Mt. Fuji), Japan 1:00 PM 7:00 PM
Sun, Aug 16 Tokyo (Yokohama), Japan 6:30 AM -
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Day 1. Tokyo (Yokohama), Japan
Depart 3:00 PM

Yokohama and Edo began life as sleepy fishing villages. That changed in the early 17th century after Tokugawa leyasu
became Shogun. Edo became the center of political power in Japan, a position the city retained even after the
restoration of Imperial rule in 1866.

Contemporary Tokyo may be the most astonishing city on earth. It's a paradoxical mix of ancient tradition and
postmodern culture. The Ginza - an international shopping mecca - stands near the serene grounds of the Imperial
Palace, and the hyper-speed of 21st century consumerism is mysteriously reconciled with the elegance and serenity
of traditional culture. Tokyo provides the traveler with a dizzying experience.

With the Meiji Restoration of 1868, Edo was renamed Tokyo, the "Eastern Capital," to distinguish it from the old imperial
capital at Kyoto, the "Western Capital."

Day 2: At Sea

Day 3: Aomori, Japan
Arrive 8:00 AM | Depart 11:00 PM

The capital of the Aomori Prefecture in northern Japan, Aomori derives much of its beauty from the apple orchards
and cherry blossoms that encompass its landscape and the snow-covered Hakkoda Mountains that look on from a
distance. Throughout its history, the city has been stricken with misfortune time and time again - in 1910, a fire
destroyed Aomori, and during World War 11, the city was left in ruins following an air raid - yet it always prevails.

Aomori is perhaps best known for its renowned Nebuta Festival, an elaborate yearly event in which participants

illuminate giant paper representations of samurai warriors, animals, and popular cartoon characters while parading
them through the streets.

Day 4: At Sea

Day 5: Sakaiminato, Japan
Arrive 8:00 AM | Depart 6:00 PM

Wedged between sea, sky and mountains, this small fishing port has been esteemed for centuries for its superb
seafood. Here, the Sea of Japan yields up both crab and hon-maguro, the prized Bluefin tuna esteemed by gourmets
around the world. Sakaiminato is also your gateway to a very ancient region of Honshu. West of the city lies |zumo-
taisha, one of the oldest and holiest shrines in Shinto. This area is dotted with burial mounds from Japan's Bronze
Age. The town of Matsue boasts the celebrated "Black Castle," a six-story, black-walled castle that home to a clan of
the mighty Tokugawa dynasty that ruled Japan for over 250 years. And to the east rises the great snow-capped summit
of Mt. Daisen, considered one of the four most scenic mountains in all Japan.

Also a common sight ashore are the Yokai - approximately 100 bronze statues of supernatural characters as imagined
by famed manga comic author Shigeru Mizuki, who was born in Sakaiminato. The Yokai have become synonymous
with the town and delight visitors at every turn.

Day 6: Busan, South Korea
Arrive 8:00 AM | Depart 5:00 PM

The second largest city in South Korea, Busan is your gateway to a fascinating land whose culture is a unique amalgam
of old and new. Modern high-rise towers dwarf ancient Buddhist temples. The city's bustling business district offers a
stark contrast to the serene grounds of Yongdusan Park. In short, Busan is a microcosm of South Korea, a nation
whose startling economic success often obscures one of Asia's most sophisticated and venerable cultures.

Busan was the scene of bitter fighting during the Korean War. The United Nations Memorial Cemetery marks the final
resting place for the troops from 16 nations who gave their lives during the conflict.
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Day 7: At Sea

Day 8: Kochi, Japan
Arrive 7:00 AM | Depart 11:59 PM

Kochi sits on the broad alluvial plain facing Urado Bay. This city in Shikoku takes its name from the great feudal castle
that sits at its very heart. Completed in 1611, Kochi Castle was the seat of Yamauchi Kazutoyo, a noted warrior who
supported Tokugawa leyasu in his successful quest to become Shogun. Tosa Province and Kochi Castle were
Yamauchi's reward for faithful service. There is an historical irony here: 250 years later, a Kochi native son - a former
low-ranked samurai and now ronin named Sakamoto Ryoma - played a pivotal role in bringing the Tokugawa
Shogunate to an end and restoring the Emperor of Japan to political prominence. The prize once awarded for faithful
service had become a hotbed of support for the Meiji Restoration.

Kochi is one of the wettest places in Japan - and a frequent target for cyclonic storms or typhoons. Southeast of the
city, warm oceans currents washing against the Aki Mountains create a subtropical landscape of hibiscus, palm and
ficus at Muroto-Anan Quasi-National Park.

Day 9: Tokushima, Japan
Arrive 9:00 AM | Depart 11:59 PM

Born as a 16th century castle town whose remains now lay scattered near a park and museum, Tokushima is best
known for its colorful summer dance festival, the Awa Odori. But it may be Mother Nature who garners the most
attention. Surrounded by 3,280-foot-tall mountains that hint at the wonders that lie beyond, the city is the perfect
gateway to the mesmerizing Naruto whirlpools, the panoramic views from atop Mt. Bizan, and the spectacular gorges
and vine bridges of lya Valley. Whether you're entranced with the ways of the warrior, or under the spell of the
extraordinary attractions, Tokushima offers exciting new experiences and unforgettable new adventures.

Day 10: Osaka (for Kyoto), Japan
Arrive 7:00 AM | Depart 7:00 PM

For centuries, Osaka was Japan's cultural and commercial gateway to Asia - the point of entry both for trade goods
and, most importantly, cultural influences that shaped Japanese society. From tea to Zen, from art to science and
philosophy, Osaka was Japan's contact with the great East Asian cultures that flourished in China and Korea. The city
reached its zenith in the late 16th century, when the great feudal lord Toyotomi Hideyoshi made Osaka his capital.
Toyotomi was master of Japan, and an immense administrative and commercial center rapidly developed around
Osaka Castle. After Toyotomi's death, the nation's seat of power shifted from Osaka to a sleepy little fishing village
called Edo - modern Tokyo. While overshadowed by Tokyo, Osaka remains Japan's second largest city and a vital
commercial center.

Modern Osaka is home to monuments from Japan's past including Toyotomi's immense castle and the Sumiyoshi
Shrine. The city is also your gateway to Kyoto, Japan's ancient imperial capital and the nation's cultural and spiritual
center.

Day 11: Shimizu (for Mt. Fuji), Japan
Arrive 01:00 PM | Depart 7:00 PM

A mesmerizing landscape, a revered cultural history, and Japan's most sacred volcano are just a few of the many
delights beckoning you to come and explore this ancient city. While Shimizu may have the reputation as being
bustling and modern, its cultural and spiritual side is on display in the form of ancient and enthralling shrines. Of
course, it may be the sacred and snow-capped Mount Fuji that garners the most attention. Towering over the region
at approximately 12,388 feet above sea level, the active volcano, designated a "place and source of artistic
inspiration" by UNESCO is just one of the many unforgettable adventures Shimizu inspires.

Day 12: Tokyo (Yokohama), Japan
Arrive 06:30 AM
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Cruise Vacations Start Here...Cruise Tour Experts by Chic Journey
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Staterooms

Interior Wheelchair-Accessible



